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VARAGORN MUNSRAKEST :STRENGTH DEVELOPMENT IN
CONCRETE BLOCK MANUFACTURED FROM CALCIUM CARBIDE
RESIDUE AND FLY ASH. ADVISOR : PROF. SUKSUN HORPIBULSUK,
Ph.D., P.E.

This research aims to study the possibility of using calcium carbide residue,
CCR and fly ash (FA) to manufacture concrete blocks instead of using Portland
cement and to suggest the optimal mix proportion. Calcium carbide residue (CCR)
and fly ash (FA) are both waste materials from acetylene gas factories and power
plants, respectively. The concrete block were made up at the binder to stone dust ratio
of 1:8 by weight, which is commonly used for Portland cement. The water to binder,
W/B ratio of 0.75 provides the highest unit weight of the concrete block. This
optimum water content lubricates the stone dust, CCR and FA particles to slip over
each other and move into a densely packed state. The greater water makes the mixture
bleeding and cannot be compacted effectively. Besides, this ratio provides the highest
strength. It is thus implied that this ratio yields the complete pozzolanic reaction
between CCR and FA. The CCR to FA ratio of 40:60 provides the highest both unit
weight and strength. The higher ratio provides lower values because the silica and
alumina in the FA is not sufficient to react with Ca(OH), in the CCR for the
pozzolanic reaction. To conclude, the optimal mix proportion is the W/B of 0.75 and
CCR:FA of 40:60. The cost analysis showed that the cost of concrete block

manufactured from CCR and FA was 40% lower than that from Portland cement.
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